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IN 2013 JOHN HEUBUSCH WAS GIVEN A CANCER PROGNOSIS 
THAT WOULDN’T GET HIM TO CHRISTMAS. SINCE, HE’S 

CONTINUED TO OVERSEE A PRESIDENTIAL FOUNDATION, WRITTEN 
A NOVEL AND TRAVELED THE WORLD WITH HIS FAMILY.



20 Hidden Hills Magazine | Winter 2017/2018  Winter 2017/2018 | Hidden Hills Magazine 21

MARCELLA TELLS 
ME THAT THEY’VE 

LEARNED TO, “ENJOY 
THE MOMENT AND 

FORGET THE WHAT IF.” 

MARCELLA, JORDANA, JOHN 
AND MAX HEUBUSCH, AT 
HOME IN HIDDEN HILLS.

Some people live life in a 
meandering, roll with it fashion, 
and then there are people like 
John Heubusch who takes life 

into his arms and embraces every 
joyful moment. Upon meeting him, you 
wouldn’t guess this was his personality; he’s 
self-effacing, calm, and apologizes twice 
for being less than three minutes late. As his 
vibrant wife, Marcella comes 
back into the room, his smile 
widens, his eyes light up and 
their loving banter gives a clue 
to the man who works full- time, 
battles cancer and travels with his 
family—all while writing a book.
Heubusch spent years working in 
politics, public service and for a 
Fortune 500 company before he 
began to work as the Executive 
Director of the Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Foundation.  He, Marcella and their two 
children, Max (13) and Jordana (10) left their 
beloved La Jolla home, seven and-a-half years 
ago so he could take on his new role.
Leaving political parties and allegiances 
out of the equation, Heubusch’s work at the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation 
is always growing and changing and he 
relishes the fact that over 500,000 visitors 
set foot inside each year—making it the most 
trafficked presidential library. The special 

exhibits change every six months and allow 
people a different experience each time they 
visit. The Lincoln exhibit, the Titanic exhibit, 
the Treasures of the Vatican and the upcoming 
Genghis Khan exhibit enthralls “people from 
age 6 to 96” Heubusch says.
The foundation also gives away millions of 
dollars every year in college scholarships and 
works with teachers to create civic lessons., 

They host special events that bring 
in media figures, authors and 
politicians and one of Heubusch’s 
favorite activities includes the 
26,000 students a year who 
participate in role-playing the 
President of the United States and 
others in the replica of the Oval 
Office. “It is incredible to watch 
5th through 8th graders take on 
the part of the president or an 

advisor in a mock, tense situation,” he says. 
While he loves his work, he and Marcella did 
not plan to make their move a permanent one. 
They didn’t sell their historic, 1920’s home 
in La Jolla right away. They rented in The 
Oaks of Calabasas for over five years before 
finding Hidden Hills, which Heubusch likens 
to the Virginia horse country where he grew 
up; a town with no sidewalks and a rural feel. 
“We were enchanted,” he says, and a year ago, 
they moved into their forever home in Hidden 
Hills.

HEUBUSCH LIKENS 
HIDDEN HILLS 

TO THE VIRGINIA 
HORSE COUNTRY 
WHERE HE GREW 
UP; A TOWN WITH 

NO SIDEWALKS 
AND A RURAL FEEL
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But life hasn’t always been rosy for this upbeat 
character. On May 15, 2013, Heubusch was diagnosed 
with esophageal cancer. He and Marcella were told 
by one doctor to, “Do your Christmas shopping now, 
because you won’t be here that long.” They opted not 
to embrace his this suggestion. With an amazing local 
doctor, Dr. Gary Dosik, who teamed up with the leading 
specialist in esophageal cancer, Dr. Jaffer Ajani at MD 
Anderson Cancer Center in Texas, friends, family and 
strangers, Heubusch is not only alive, but after two 
clean scans most recently just two weeks ago, he was 
told that he is in remission. There is no long-term cure 
yet for this type of cancer, but that won’t stop him from 
fighting for one.

He’s the guy who took his family to Switzerland just 
two weeks after finishing chemotherapy. He’s also the 
person who, although he wrote numerous articles over 
the years for The Wall Street Journal, The New York 
Times, USA Today and many more, decided he wanted 
to write a fictional thriller. He bought books on how to 
write books. But, he never found the time to read them. 
Instead, he began to write in the evenings, after a full day 
of work, for four to five hours a night. By chapter eight 
he decided he might want to figure out where the book 
was going, so he crafted an outline. Each page surprised 
him, and with no grand plan, he opted not to over-think 
the book and to simply write. His book The Shroud 
Conspiracy, was published by Simon and Schuster and 

AUTHOR JOHN HEUBUSCH IN 
HIS OFFICE AT THE RONALD 
REGAN PRESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY, WHERE HE SERVES 
AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



24 Hidden Hills Magazine | Winter 2017/2018

Westside Tile & Stone Inc.
“For The Love Of Tile”™

Authorized Dealer of
331 N. ROBERTSON BLVD, BEVERLY HILLS | 7631 CANOGA AVENUE, CANOGA PARK
310-276-9222 | 818-704-9222 | WESTSIDETILE .COM | Mosaic: Artistic Tile Leaf W hite

®

debuted March 14th, 2017. The sequel is set to 
be released sometime soon. When I asked him 
why he wanted to write a book, he replied, “I 
thought it would be fun.”
Marcella tells me that they’ve learned to, 
“Enjoy the moment and forget the what if.” 
John adds that the cancer battle has been a 
powerful lesson that, “Life is now.” Marcella 
brings him a glass of lemonade in the middle of 
our interview. I watch him smile up at her and 
notice the way her hand brushes his shoulder. 

The love and affection they have for each other 
is tangible.
When I ask how they met, they exchange 
smiles. They both tell me their versions, 
interrupting and teasing each other as the story 
is told. John and his friend, Ted Waitt, co-
founder of Gateway 2000, were both living in 
San Diego when Ted told him of a smart, funny 
and beautiful woman he thought John should 
meet. She was visiting from Sicily to help her 
uncle. She had no plans of a permanent move to 
the United States. 
John asked her out. She said, “No.” He asked 
her out again. She declined again. After a 

few months of this she agreed to go out with 
him, but only if a friend came along too. He 
agreed. Halfway through the meal the friend 
had to leave. They spent the rest of the evening 
talking and laughing. They married on March 
30th, 2002. They tell me that the cancer battle 
they’ve endured has only made their marriage 
stronger. They appreciate each other, their 
family and every moment of every day that 
they have together. STEVE FORBES’ 

REVIEW OF 
HEUBUSCH’S BOOK 
FOR  FORBES.
COM: “ADD 
THE SHROUD 
CONSPIRACY TO 
YOUR READING 
LIST. YOU’LL BE 
ENTHRALLED BY 
THIS SPECTACULAR 
THRILLER.”

HE BOUGHT BOOKS ON HOW TO 
WRITE BOOKS. BUT, HE NEVER 

FOUND THE TIME TO READ 
THEM. INSTEAD, HE BEGAN TO 

WRITE IN THE EVENINGS, AFTER 
A FULL DAY OF WORK


